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Dr. Scott D. Miller is President of Batten University, Coastal Virginia's innovative university of the arts and sciences in
Virginia Beach. He is entering his 12th year as president of the institution, which officially transitioned from Virginia
Wesleyan University to Batten University in July 2026.

The past year has been one of the most transformative in the University's history. Batten University completed the
acquisition of Sentara College of Health Sciences, expanded its educational mission by opening two branch centers
within Virginia Department of Corrections facilities, and welcomed the Virginia Museum of Contemporary Art to
campus in a stunning new 35,000-square-foot museum made possible through private philanthropy.

Recognized as one of the nation's most entrepreneurial higher education leaders, Dr. Miller is in his 36th year as a
college president. Throughout his career, he has championed the transformative power of education and the
enduring value of the personalized liberal arts experience in preparing students for lives of purpose and professional
success.

Prior to joining Batten University, Dr. Miller served as president of Bethany College (2007-2015), Wesley College
(1997-2007), and Lincoln Memorial University (1991-1997). At age 31, he became the nation's youngest college
president when he was appointed at Lincoln Memorial University. Four successful presidencies spanning more than
three decades place him among a remarkably small group of higher education leaders. According to the American
Council on Education's American College President Study, only about one percent of college presidents have served
in four presidencies.

A prolific author and thought leader, Dr. Miller has written or edited 22 books and authored more than 200
professional articles. He has been a regular columnist for The Virginian-Pilot, Enrollment Manager, College Planning
& Management, and HuffPost. For the past 23 years, he has served as executive editor of President to President—
formerly Presidential Perspectives—a nationally recognized leadership publication for college and university
presidents.

Dr. Miller earned a Bachelor of Arts in Communications from West Virginia Wesleyan College, a Master of Arts in
Educational Administration from the University of Dayton, an Education Specialist degree in Higher Education
Administration from Vanderbilt University, and a Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration from The Union Institute
& University.

A lifelong United Methodist, Dr. Miller has provided leadership to numerous faith-based and higher education
organizations. He has served as president and chair of the North American Association of Methodist Schools,
Colleges, and Universities; president and chair of the Council of Colleges and Universities of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ); chair of the Association of Educational Institutions of the Virginia Conference of the United
Methodist Church; and as a board member of the International Association of Methodist Schools, Colleges and
Universities, WHRO Public Media, and Virginia Beach Vision, where he also served as president.

His leadership has been recognized with numerous honors, including the 2022 Humanitarian Award from the
Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities, the 2024 M.A.S.K.E.D. Award from the United Negro College Fund, and the

2024 Community Builders Award from the Hampton Roads Community Action Program.

In 2023, Dr. Miller concluded a decade of service as chair of the Washington, D.C.-based executive search firm
Academic Search and continues to advise college and university presidents and governing boards across the
country.

Dr. Miller and his wife, Annie Cook Miller, reside in Virginia Beach.
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